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room, ninety-five feet high, eighty-two feet long and one hundred and forty-one feet wide. It was covered with an elliptical vault and flanked on each side by five perpendicular vaulted chambers. Its facade was a long five-stage wall. The right wing of this wall crumbled in 1888 but the left wing is still standing. This was, hpwever, only half of the palace. There was another matching symmetrical building. Both buildings had two wings and the whole formed the framework of an enormous court with ornamental flower-beds divided into four by two intersecting canals. In the centre of the courtyard was a fish-pond. So that he might enjoy the brilliant colours of his flower-beds in winter-time as well, the king had them copied into a vast carpet some thirty-five yards square. This carpet, called "Chosroes's Springtime", was laid in the throne-room in the winter for use by the king and his court at festivals. It was the largest carpet ever made and was woven in threads of silk, gold and silver and set with precious stones. The design represented a pleasure-garden with streams, paths, trees and flowers. The yellowish soil was made of gold with the banks of the streams in a darker colour; the water was represented by threads of silver and the pebbles at the bottom and the fish were woven in their natural colours. The gravel of the paths was worked in small stones the size of pearls; the stalks of the plants and the branches were in silver and gold, all the leaves were made of silk and the fruits were many-coloured precious stones. This eighth wonder of the world had a modest posterity which continued down to the "garden-carpets" of the eighteenth century. According to Arab and Persian historians of the time, the walls of the throne-room, of which the bare bricks are still standing, were once covered with mosaics. These portrayed, amongst other things, a scene from the siege of Antioch and the fighting round the town. Here Chosrocs, in a green tunic on a red-roan horse, is reviewing his troops. The lower part of the walls was hung with carpets and the back of the room, containing the throne, was divided off by a huge brocade curtain.
On the days when the king gave audience the room was filled with visitors and guests.   The king's suite took their
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